
Reduces school 
absenteeism 
among girls by 50%

Reduces chronic
malnutrition by 40%

Cuts preventable 
child deaths by up to 

57%

Prevents 
2.2 

million 

child 
deaths 
per year

That's about 

6,0 00 
per day
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WHY 

WASH? 
Oxfam is widely recognised as the expert in 'public health' in emergency situations. Oxfam aims to address the 
disparity in water and sanitation coverage that exists - nearly 800 million people lack access to water and 2.5 
billion to sanitation.  In 35 countries we are working on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) projects.

Children in 
100 million 
homes in India 
don't have 
access to water 

50% of all childhood malnutrition is 
linked with diarrhoea and worm 
infections caused by lack of clean 
water and inadequate sanitation 

Over 21% 
of the country's diseases 
are water-related 

37,700,000 
Indians are affected by 
waterborne diseases 
annually

244,000,000 
people in rural India 
and 
90,000,000 
in urban India still not have 
access to safe, sustainable 
water supply in 2015 

1,800,000,000 
people world-wide 
drink water that is faecally 
contaminated

Of the 2.5 billion people in the 
world that defecate openly, 

665,000,000 live in India, 
making it the country with 

the highest number 
of people who defecate 

in the open

Globally 700,000 children die 
annually from diarrhea caused by 

unsafe water and a lack of access 
to proper sanitation. That's 

almost 2,000 children a day

One-third of all deaths of 
children under five years 

of age in India are due 
to diarrhoea and pneumonia

Unsafe water kills 
200 children 
every hour filling 
half the hospital 

beds in the world

1,500,000 
children in 
India die of 
diarrhoea alone

73,000,000 
working days are lost 
due to waterborne 
disease each year

750,000,000 
people don't 
have access 
to improved 

water sources

More than one in six people 
worldwide 894 million
don't have access to this 

amount of safe freshwater 

Every 20 seconds, a child dies 
as a result of poor sanitation. 

That's 1.5 million preventable 
deaths each year

Only 33% of the 
country has access 
to traditional sanitation

what do our wash activities 
involve ?
Our WASH Programmes include:

Water
Ÿ Providing the affected people clean drinking 

water.
Ÿ Purification of water by using chlorine tablets.

Sanitation
Ÿ Providing sanitation utilities as open excreta 

could lead to spread of diseases.
Ÿ Making separate sanitation facilities for women 

to ensure their safety and privacy.

Hygiene
Ÿ Providing hygiene kits for women and girls. 

Distribution of items essential for health and 
hygiene. 

Ÿ Raising awareness of hygienic practices 
among communities.

How does this help?
Ÿ As opposed to open defecation, latrine  

cubicles improves women's privacy and safety
Ÿ These WaSH measures help prevent 
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Ÿ disease outbreaks, especially in the crammed 
living conditions at the Internally Displaced 
Persons camps.

Ÿ Latrines help in improving access to quality 
and quantity of water by preventing 
contamination of water from open defecation

Ÿ By  promoting hand washing practice, we 
reduce chances of diarrhoea by 25% 

Ÿ The priority focus of Hygiene Promotion in our 
conflict response is the prevention of diarrhoea 
through focus of Hygiene Promotion in an 
emergency is the prevention of diarrhoea 
through the safe disposal of excreta, effective 
handwashing and reducing household drinking 
water contamination.
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More people have access 
to cell phones 

than toilets

Washing hands with soap can 
reduce the risk of diarrhoeal 
diseases by up to 

47%

Clean water reduces diarrhoeal 
deaths by nearly 25% 


