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MDG Summit 

Rescuing the Millennium Development Goals 
Background 
There are only five short years until the 2015 deadline to meet the Millennium Development Goals. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon has called on world leaders to join him at a summit to review their progress at the United Nations’ New York headquarters on September 20 -22. 

At this summit, each country that signed up to the MDGs will be required to present its action plan to meet the targets. Together these will form a Global Action Plan designed to accelerate progress and meet the 2015 deadline.

The future of many of tomorrow’s generation lies in the hands of leaders coming to this Summit, and taking urgent action. It would have taken $151
 billion to end extreme poverty in 2005 – not much more than the $131 billion that the world spent on candy in the same year.  

In September 2000, 189 world leaders met at the United Nations and promised to halve the proportion of people living in extreme poverty by 2015.
They agreed a roadmap setting out eight time-bound and measurable goals to be reached by 2015, known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). These goals were to:

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Goal 4: Reduce child mortality

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Goal 6: Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other diseases

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

Goal 8: Develop global partnership for development

The world we want in 2015 

If leaders today invest enough to achieve the MDGs and meet their aid promises, the world in 2015 will be a very different place. Children everywhere will have access to clean water and adequate food. They will all have the chance to complete primary school. New HIV infections will be a rarity. More women will survive childbirth and go on to raise the next generation. Vulnerable communities will be able to cope with climate-related disasters and economic shocks. More people will have decent jobs and earn enough to feed their families, build assets and save for the future. The world’s trading and financial system will be fair, open, and predictable. Countries that need help will receive the aid that they need now to get themselves out of poverty, and will be on the way to making aid redundant in our lifetimes. 

This is the world that 198 countries vowed to realize when they signed up to the MDGs. 

We don’t have to move mountains to achieve the MDGs and create a better world. As a simple illustration, Oxfam calculated that it would only have taken $151bn to end extreme poverty in 2005
. This is: 

· Less than what the world spent on shoes in 2005 ($198bn)

· Not much more than what it spent on candy in 2005 ($131bn)

· About the same as it cost to treat obesity-related diseases in the United States in 2008 ($147bn)
  

· Less than half of the revenue amassed by Wall Street in just one year ($345.6bn in 2006)

In the ten years since the MDGs were signed - 2000 to 2009-  
the world has spent
:

$93bn 
on slimming products

$345bn 
on fragrances

$395bn 
on video games

$543bn 
on pet food

$664bn 
on ice cream
$2,410bn
on footwear
$4,931bn 
on home furnishings
$5,210bn 
on cigarettes
Triumphs and failures

In the 10 years since world leaders signed up to the MDGs, some remarkable progress has been made. 

· Poverty reduction is on target - 920 million people will be living in extreme poverty in 2015 — half the number in 1990
.

· 10,000 fewer children under the age of five die each day now than in 1990
.

· 33 million more children go to school now than a decade ago
.

· More than twelve times more people can now get AIDS treatment than in 2003
.

But many hard-won achievements have been undone by the global food and economic crises. Compounding the problem, more than half of the OECD donor countries cut their aid to poor countries in 2009. 

· In a world that produces enough food to feed everyone, one billion people go to sleep hungry each night
. 

· Many families are forced to choose between feeding their children and sending them to school.

· Every day, 960 women die in pregnancy or childbirth for want of simple medical care
.

· In sub-Saharan Africa, one in seven children dies before his or her fifth birthday
.

· Climate change is threatening agriculture and livelihoods in poor countries. 

It is time to redouble efforts to meet all eight MDGs. Meeting the MDGs is the first step to a life of dignity, free of poverty, for all. The world cannot afford a single broken MDG promise. 

Putting the MDGs back on track

For the UN MDG Review Summit to be a success, leaders must agree a five point plan and:

1. Launch a new global effort to rescue the MDGs and invest in our future. The world has been plunged into crisis, putting more of the poorest people at risk.  At a time of economic crisis, leaders must redouble efforts, not abandon the MDGs. The poorest men and women must not pay the price for the rich world’s financial folly and broken promises. 

2. Meet promises to the poorest – 2010 is the year of reckoning. Commitments made in 2005 to increase aid by $50bn by 2010 will be missed by as much as $20bn. Promises to invest more in healthcare and end hunger remain way off track – with both rich and poor countries falling short of their commitments. The UN must adopt rigorous public accountability mechanisms to ensure that Member States fulfill their commitments, past and present. Heads of state must agree to an annual MDG review from now to 2015. Developing countries must turn the global goals into country-specific objectives by agreeing national plans, and incorporating the MDGs into national development strategies.

3. Agree an emergency plan for more and better aid which commits donors to national timetables for year on year increases to reach 0.7 per cent of GNI by 2015, and pledge to back this up with national legislation. 

4. Support urgent action to raise sustainable financing over and above official development assistance that can address poverty, humanitarian distress and climate change. Action should include support for a major tax on the financial sector – such as the Financial Transaction Tax - to raise $400bn annually, along with a commitment that half of the revenue will go to climate change and development. Support for action against tax avoidance and evasion by multinational corporations operating in poor countries is also vital to recouping money for development.  

5. Act now to rescue all MDGs – failing one will fail all. Concentrating on one MDG at the expense of others by simply moving money around places a burden on poor people to choose between food and healthcare. 

The MDGs are heading toward an extraordinary collective failure unless wealthy countries deliver an urgent rescue package and bolster international aid flows. But pessimism is a luxury that people living in poverty don’t have. The MDGs can be met if world leaders:

· Invest in a new initiative to fight maternal and child mortality, and get the health MDGs back on track.  Such an initiative must: provide at least $10bn of new money annually to help make health services free for the world’s poorest people; recruit four million healthcare workers, including 350,000 midwives and obstetric health workers; and give women and children targeted, free public health care.
· Invest in women small-scale food producers to fight hunger. To achieve the MDG hunger target, donor countries need at least $48bn per year in assistance - with developing countries roughly matching this investment. Delivering on the 2009 G8 commitment to provide $22bn for food security in new money is an urgent first step. Better global governance is also critical to addressing the global causes of hunger. The Committee on World Food Security should be empowered to lead on developing effective and coherent global policies to address food insecurity.
· Reform the Education For All – Fast Track Initiative to ensure that progress made on the education MDG is not eroded. Donors must meet the education funding gap of $16bn and agree to create a new means to channel aid for education, along with ensuring fragile states and countries lacking donor aid receive funding for education.
· End climate chaos to ensure that progress made on meeting the MDGs is not unravelled. Leaders must guarantee that all money for climate adaptation and mitigation will be new and additional to ODA commitments.  In particular, they must promise to provide the $100bn a year by 2020 for adaptation and mitigation agreed at Copenhagen without plundering aid budgets, and recognise that actual needs will be much more. There must also be a commitment to a global mechanism to deliver the money predictably and efficiently, ensuring the poorest countries have a fair say in how it is spent.
· Re-double efforts to negotiate a robust Arms Trade Treaty and acknowledge the devastating effect of irresponsible arms transfers and armed violence on human development and the MDGs. Irresponsible arms transfers and excessive military spending undermines progress on MDGs by fueling conflict and crime, and by spending the funds which could transform the delivery of essential social services like education and health care. Concrete steps to measure, monitor and reduce armed violence are a critical part of the required international effort to achieve the MDGs by 2015. 
If world leaders take these steps to get the MDGs back on track, 2010 could go down in history as the turning point in the fight against poverty.

MDG Fast Facts

GOAL 1: ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER
· One in five people – 1.4bn
 – live in extreme poverty and on less than $1.25 a day. $1.25 is half the cost of a Big Mac in Mexico and quarter of the cost in Brazil
.

· The amount of aid that has been promised but not provided since 1970 (when donors governments first committed to giving 0.7 per cent of their GNI to aid), is more than $3 trillion. If governments had continued to give what they promised in 1970, extreme poverty (at 2005 levels) could have been ended 22 times over.

· A third of the world’s poor will live in Africa by 2015, on current trends
.
· The number of hungry people worldwide now tops 1 billion
. That’s nearly one in six, or more than the combined population of the European Union, Canada and the United States of America.

· The MDG 1 target of halving the proportion of people suffering from hunger would still leave 600 million people undernourished.

· One in three people in sub-Saharan Africa are hungry
. 

· Oxfam estimates an annual aid increase of $48bn is needed to help poor countries achieve the MDG target on hunger. This is half what the world spends on snack food each year
.

GOAL 2: ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION 
· Nearly a billion people entered the 21st century unable to read a book or sign their name
.

· 72 million children of primary school age do not go to school
 – this is more than all the primary school-aged children in the entire developed world. 

· Thanks to aid and debt relief, 28 per cent more children are now in school than at the start of the decade
.

· On current trends, 56 million children will still be out of school in 2015 – the target date for universal primary education
. This is equivalent to nearly the entire population of Italy (60 million). 

· It would cost $16bn each year to ensure that every child gets the chance to go to school
 by 2015. This is less than the $18.3bn that will be spent on pet food in the United States in 2010
; just one per cent of annual global military spending
; and less than the $20.3bn that Wall Street paid itself in bonuses in 2009 at the height of the financial crisis
.

· Between now and 2015, the number of new teachers needed in sub-Saharan Africa alone equals the current teaching force in the region
.

· Current aid for basic education amounts is $2.7bn
 - seven times less than what the world spends on chewing gum each year ($19.5bn). 

· Teachers in the large majority of low income countries earn less than three dollars a day – the equivalent of a Starbucks coffee in the US, a beer in Italy, a glass of wine in Germany, a sandwich in Paris, and 35 times less than the starting salary for a new teacher in London
.

GOAL 3: PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN 
· Developing countries are approaching gender equity in primary education; around 54 per cent of children out of school are girls. But in sub-Saharan Africa, almost 12 million girls may never enroll
.  

· Globally, women occupy almost 40 percent of all paid jobs outside agriculture, compared to 35 percent in 1990. But in sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia, 80 per cent of all women are self-employed or unpaid family workers
.  

· Women have been hit particularly hard by global economic crisis, pushing 18.7 million more women into unemployment in 2009
.

· In early 2010, only 15 Heads of State or Government were women
.
GOAL 4: REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY
· About 10 million children die every year, often from preventable causes. According to Unicef, $1bn could prevent one million child deaths each year (an average of $1000 per child). This is equivalent to what the film “Alice in Wonderland” made at the box office
 ($1bn), or the US’s annual spending on laxatives ($975m).

· In 2008, 43 per cent of all child deaths were caused by just four diseases – pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria and AIDS.

· In Africa a child dies every 45 seconds from malaria, a treatable and preventable disease
.
· The highest rates of child mortality are in sub-Saharan Africa. In 2008, one in seven children there died before their fifth birthday
.

· Mozambique has brought the numbers of children who die before their fifth birthday down by almost 20 per cent in the past decade by investing in public health care
.

· In Tanzania 92 per cent of infants were vaccinated against measles in 2008, and 85 per cent were fully vaccinated against diphtheria, whooping cough and tetanus.  Child mortality has fallen by 40 per cent since 1999
. 

· Since 1990, the mortality rate for children under age five in developing countries dropped by 28 per cent – from 100 deaths per 1,000 live births, to 72 in 2008
.

· Cuba spends 27 times less per person on its public health system than is spent in the US yet Cuba has a lower infant mortality rate and a longer average lifespan
.

GOAL 5: IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH
· Oxfam estimates that $5bn would provide improved medical care to save the lives of about 2 million mothers and children. This is half the amount ($10bn) spent on bailing out Goldman Sachs in 2008
.
· 960 women will die today and every day because of complications in pregnancy and childbirth – adding up to 350,000 deaths each year
.

· For every woman who dies, 30 more suffer chronic illness or disability as a result of pregnancy or childbirth.

· Although more than 90 per cent of maternal deaths are preventable, pregnancy remains one the leading killers of women in their reproductive years in developing countries.

· In Mozambique, improved public health care saw the number of mothers dying in childbirth fall by more than two-thirds between 1993 and 2007
. 
GOAL 6: COMBAT HIV AND AIDS, MALARIA AND OTHER DISEASES 
· There are more than 33 million people living with HIV worldwide. 70 per cent are in sub-Saharan Africa and an increasing proportion of them are women
. 

· There are 33.4 million people living with HIV globally, a decrease by 17 per cent over the last eight years
. 

· Sub-Saharan Africa remains the region worst affected by the epidemic: it has 61 per cent of all people infected with HIV and 72 per cent of deaths
. 

· An estimated 5.2 million people in low and middle-income countries now receive life-saving HIV treatment, 12 times as many as in 2003
. However, at the moment globally five people are becoming infected with HIV for every two people accessing treatment
. 

· The Global Fund to combat AIDS, TB and Malaria has saved an estimated 4.9 million lives since it was established in 2002. It needs between $17bn and $20bn over the next three years from donor governments to continue to scale up treatment programs. This is equivalent to the $20.3bn paid in bonuses by Wall Street in 2009 at the height of the financial crisis
, and is less than twice the amount spent by pharmaceutical companies on marketing and gifts to doctors in 2007
 ($11.5bn). But The Fund is struggling to raise $13bn, the minimum to sustain people already on treatment.
· Malaria, a preventable and treatable disease, kills one million people annually
. 
GOAL 7: ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
· In 2009, the international community agreed to provide $30bn to help developing countries address climate change
. This is equivalent to just four times what the world spent on sun care products that year
.

· Donors also pledged to find ways to raise $100bn a year in adaptation by 2020. The global aviation industry alone is expected to turn over five times this amount in 2010
.

· Oxfam estimates 4.5 million children in poor countries may die if world leaders do not set aside additional funds to help poorer countries to combat climate change, instead of deviating funds away from existing official development assistance programs. 

· Africa accounts for 3 per cent of global emissions, yet its people face the greatest challenges from drought and water shortages.

· The number of people affected by climate-related humanitarian crisis may rise to 375 million a year on average by 2015
. 
· If current trends continue, the world will meet the MDG drinking water target by 2015, but fail the target of halving the proportion of people without access to basic sanitation
.
GOAL 8: DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT 
· Forty years ago, in 1970, the UN General Assembly committed to providing 0.7 per cent of Gross National Product in aid. At the G8 meeting in Gleneagles in 2005, European members of the G8 recommitted to reaching the 0.7 target, by 2015. So far, just five nations - Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Luxembourg and the Netherlands – have reached or exceed this target. 
· If rich countries had kept their aid promises, 2005 levels of extreme poverty could now have been ended 22 times over. Poor countries would have received an extra $2 trillion since 1970 – that’s an average of $80bn per year, more than enough to give primary school places for all the children worldwide who are missing out on education; give HIV treatment for those who need it in 2010, and help poor countries to take action to adapt to climate change.

Oxfam International
www.oxfam.org


Oxfam International is a confederation of fourteen organizations working together in more than 100 countries: Oxfam America (www.oxfamamerica.org), Oxfam Australia (www.oxfam.org.au), Oxfam-in-Belgium (www.oxfamsol.be), Oxfam Canada (www.oxfam.ca), Oxfam France - Agir ici (www.oxfamfrance.org), Oxfam German (www.oxfam.de), Oxfam GB (www.oxfam.org.uk), Oxfam Hong Kong (www.oxfam.org.hk), Intermon Oxfam (www.intermonoxfam.org), Oxfam Ireland (www.oxfamireland.org), Oxfam Mexico (www.oxfammexico.org) Oxfam New Zealand (www.oxfam.org.nz) Oxfam Novib (www.oxfamnovib.nl), Oxfam Quebec (www.oxfam.qc.ca)

The following organizations are currently observer members of Oxfam International, working towards full affiliation: Oxfam India (www.oxfamindia.org),Oxfam Japan (www.oxfam.jp)

The following organization is linked to Oxfam International: Ucodep Campaign Office (Italy),  email: ucodep-oi@oxfaminternational.org
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� All dollars referred to in this brief are US dollars.


� Oxfam calculation based on data from Chen and Ravallion (2008) describing the cost of ending 2005 levels of extreme poverty (see below for method). 





The annual amount needed to raise everyone out of extreme poverty is calculated using data for 2005 on the number of people living in developing countries and from their poverty gap index (the mean distance below the poverty line as a proportion of the line, where the mean is taken over the whole population, counting the non-poor as having zero poverty gaps). All data are from S Chen and M Ravallion (2008) 'The Developing World Is Poorer Than We Thought, But No Less Successful in the Fight against Poverty', Policy Research Working Paper 4703. Washington DC: World Bank.





Calculation: 365.Z.PG.D, where Z is the daily poverty line, PG is the mean poverty gap index for developing countries, and D is the total population of developing countries.


= 365 x $1.25 x 0.075 x 5,453m


= Intl.$186,594m (constant 2005 PPP values)


= US$151,142m (constant 2005 market values)





This only describes a static transfer; achieving sustainable poverty reduction requires dynamic processes through which developing countries and people living in poverty can produce their way out of extreme deprivation.
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