




September 18, 2010

Memorandum to the Government of India from civil society organisations to accelerate achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
We duly acknowledge the commitment of the Government of India towards achieving the targets set in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Various flagship programmes and Acts exhibit this commitment to delivering basic services to the people of this country. Our own national development goals as articulated in the Eleventh Five Year Plan are far higher than the MDG targets.  

We believe that the time is ripe for the Government and civil society, in India, to work closer in designing and implementing concrete action plans to accelerate achievement on MDGs over the next five years. 
Even though substantial progress has been made in providing access to water, reducing maternal mortality and in increasing the net enrolment rates, on most indicators, India has a long way to go. India accounts for 50% of the world’s hungry, with 46% children undernourished. 1.5 million children die in India before their first birthday. Women continue to die giving birth due to lack of skilled care during deliveries. Crucially, marginalized geographical regions and excluded groups like Dalits, Adivasis, women, ethnic and religious minorities who have been traditionally been left behind continue to lag behind. 
Our experience suggests that to achieve the MDGs by 2015, the Government of India needs to ensure greater governance accountability, enhance budgetary allocations to the social sector and ensure peoples’ access to natural resources including land, water and forests. There must be a greater effort to reduce inequalities, improve delivery of public services especially for the most marginalized, strengthen transparency and increase accountability at all levels of governance. 

In this regard, we would like your consideration on the following goals with a cross cutting emphasis on the most marginalized sections, namely, Dalits, Adivasis, women and minorities:

Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Hunger and Poverty - Enact the National Food Security Act which ensures all the legal entitlements created by the Supreme Court in the Right to Food Case and a Universal Public Distribution System; specific entitlements for the most vulnerable sections; and a framework for justiciability. 

Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education – Ensure effective implementation of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act especially ensuring that children belonging to disadvantaged sections are able to go to school; enhance the budgetary allocation for education to 6% of GDP. 

Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women - Enact the Women’s Reservation Bill without any further amendments and the Prevention of Sexual Harassment at the Workplace Bill. 

Goal 4, 5 and 6: Reduce Child Mortality, Improve Maternal Health and Combat HIV AIDS, Malaria and other diseases: Ensure that the budgetary allocation to the public health sector is increased to at least 3% of the GDP. We would also request you to ensure changes in the draft National Health Bill so as to provide free, universal, accessible and quality public health care to all residents of India.  We call on the Government to make maternal and child survival a key metric by which India judges its success in development and to take leadership on the UN Secretary General’s Global Strategy for maternal and child health showing concrete financial, policy and service delivery commitments in support of the strategy, with a particular focus on the poorest and most excluded groups.
Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability - We urge you to ensure that the National Action Plan on Climate Change is implemented, and that in line with the UN resolution (28thJuly 2010), access to water and sanitation should be made a legal right.

Process Recommendations:
1. Develop a National Breakthrough Action Plan with clear strategies for accelerated achievements  of MDGs 
With only five years left to achieve the MDGs, we request the Government of India to systematically strategise for scaling up and sustaining successful small scale initiatives and other innovative approaches to meet the set targets. We request you to frame appropriate, relevant and specific strategies and interventions that address gender inequality, the needs of the people with disabilities, indigenous people, and other traditionally excluded groups such as religious minorities, caste groups, and people in remote geographic regions, people living with HIV/AIDS, and people living in or emerging out of conflict.
2. Set up a Parliamentary Committee on MDGs 
To synergise efforts on MDGs related issues, we request you to propose the setting up of a core Parliamentary Committee/ Ad-hoc Parliamentary Committee to oversee and monitor the implementation of all MDGs related legislations and policies.

3. Increased Consultation with Civil Society Organisations in processes of governance including budget making, formulation of Five Year Plans and in monitoring the performance of governments, particularly from the perspective of poor and marginalized citizens. 
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