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Brief background of the disaster including damage details:

Heavy rains have led to flash floods in Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh. The areas were drought hit just over a fortnight ago. But now hundreds of villages are inundated with flood water and the road links have snapped in several places. As rain began to fill up the reservoirs the govt. of two states AP and Karnataka began to release excess water from the dams. Water released from dams and heavy rains combined together to produce one of the worst floods in the history of AP and Karnataka.  

2 million men , women and children have been affected by the recent floods. Roads and communications lines to Kurnool are badly affected. 80% of Kurnool town (district headquarters was under water).   
Floods caused due to heavy inflow of water from Tunga Bhadra Dam / Gajuladinne project also was caused by the heavy rains from 29th of September to 5th of October 2009 total measuring to 233.8 mm.
The information collected from the district administration of Kurnool indicates following damages:

· 34 Mandals are affected out of 54 Mandals in the district.

· Total villages affected are 160 and 29 wards of Kurnool Municipality Corporation have been affected.

· Total population affected is 5.20 lakhs and total human lives lost are 28. (As per media report total 38 lives are lost in the district.)

· 6189 livestock lost.

· Crop damaged in 60,000 hectares.
· 5993 houses are fully and 18447 houses severely and 18221 houses were inundated. The assessment of damage to housing sector is going on. 

· More than 1.25 people were evacuated to safer places in the district.

· Total numbers of Fisher men affected were 2000 and the total damage to fisheries sector in the district is estimated to 352.48 lakhs.

Objective

The main objective of the assessment was to ascertain humanitarian needs in the badly-affected districts in AP and Karnataka. In addition, other objectives were:  

· To get a broader picture about the impact of Floods and to identify sectoral and geographical gaps

· To identify the hot spots related to the sectors and geographical areas as samples for assessment and to supplement the findings with the secondary data and

· To collate the findings of the assessment in the form of a report, for further planning and harmonized actions. 
Methodology 

1. Review of secondary information: Sitreps from various agencies and Sphere were referred to understand the background and overall situation in the affected villages.  These documents also helped in identifying villages for field visits.  

2. Discussions with NGOs and Government Officials (Block Development Officers and Health Officials): These meetings gave an opportunity to discuss the present situation, various initiatives taken by the department, gaps and support required by the departments to improve response. 

3. Field visits: Three blocks were selected for field visits. Villages, which were expected to be badly affected (higher number of casualty and people displaced), were chosen for field visits. During the field visits, focused group discussions with the affected community and observations helped in ascertaining needs and gaps relevant to humanitarian needs with special focus on WASH.  The affected villages visited during the assessment are given in the table below. 
Villages visited

Team 1Akshaya and Suresh, partners SNIRD : Kurnool  
Ramapuram, Naguladini, Gurujala and Kurnool town and slums 
Team 2:  Rajesh Kaushik: Visited – Bisnalkoppa; Ieelalgi, Kajalgal, Katagur, Beshnoi, Irhairanagai (Bagalkot district) Karnataka  
Social and caste; religious composition in the villages 

Kurnool: Mala, Madiga (Dalit), Weaver community, Goya. Upper caste: Yashya, Bhahi, Reddy. 
Religion: Hindus, Muslims and Christians  
Karnataka: SC- Boia, Kapu, Chakli, Kumuri, Jaymala, Chalwadi, Madar, Vualmiki

Dalit: Bajantri. There are minority communities in flood affected these villages. The percentage is not known.  
The groups are generally mixed in all the hamlets and villages we assessed and there are pockets where we found that only lower caste groups live. The main occupation for most people is farming and daily wage labourers. They cultivate paddy, cotton, millet, red grams sugarcane and vegetables during dry season Rabi (November -jan); and rice and mustard seeds during the wet season kharif (July-September). Most of the paddy fields were destroyed by the floods. 

Sectoral Assessment: 
The assessment team visited to urban slums and relief camps sites in the Kurnool town, had discussion with local NGOs and district Collector to understand the situation in the district. Following are some of the major concerns found in different sectors;

1. Shelter and non food items:
· The affected population is staying in temporary shelters functioning in the schools and colleges, 70 such relief camps have been opened in the district by the government. The shelters lack basic amenities such as proper toilets (numbers and hygiene conditions) and drinking water facilities in these locations. 

· Also people are living on the highways, railway tracks and railway stations in many places. 

· Though water has receded from many areas, most of the people are not returning to their respective villages as their houses have been damaged and also due to availability of cooked food in these shelters. There has been demand for temporary shelter materials (polythene, bamboo) in the affected areas.

· Situation in urban slums of district headquarters is very bad as the area is covered with 10 to 15 inches of mud and also the lack of adequate water to cleaning of houses and other household materials is emerging as one of the major problems. 

· People have lost clothes and other assets (both utensils and clothes) because of the floods. There is slush and many houses are knee deep in mud and waste material. Sewage from open drains and overflowing septic tanks have increased public health risks especially in the urban areas. People are now defecating in the open in both urban and rural areas. 
· Water storage in households is a major concern. People have either lost or damaged the household water storage items.

· Apart from the temporary camps being run by the district administration no other response by any organization was found in the area. 

· There has been announcement by the Chief Minister that the state government will provide 2 lakh houses in the state to the affected population, in which there is no clarity about the area where these houses will be constructed and by when.
Water and Sanitation:  

Water supply 
· Non availability of safe potable and clean water for drinking, cooking and other basic requirements is now a major need in the area.
· Water is piped to the villages to public distribution points. Many of them are damaged. 
· Existing deep tube wells (approximately 200 feet) with hand pumps, (in badly affected villages), packaged drinking water is being distributed by some local groups (largely during the first week of emergency) in both AP and Karnataka. 

· In some of the badly affected villages people used pond water (flood water) for domestic consumption during the first days of the flood.  The existing water supply infrastructure has been badly damaged. Public Health and Engineering Department (PHED) has not yet attempted to revive the water supply system in villages.

· The quality of water is questionable. Although a WASH assessment has not been done, there is every likelihood that the water being consumed by the affected households is contaminated. In villages, people collect water from water distribution points, flood water or stagnant water from ponds. People living in the shelters and higher locations are defecating openly on the road sides and are also using dirty water available near the shelter places for washing hands and cleaning purposes.

· In the first few days of the disaster, packaged drinking water (2 packets of 1-litre per family) was supplied by the government.  Though the district administration is distributing water pouches in the camps and also in the urban slums the quantity of water provided per person is not sufficient for which people are forced to drink available contaminated water in most of the areas.
· Existing deep tube wells with hand pumps in the villages have been affected due to flooding. 

· Collecting water has been difficult for people in all the villages due to presence of flood water and slippery surface. People have lost most of their water storage vessels in the floods.
· All the water bodies in the affected areas are contaminated, not clean and not safe for consumption. The rural water supply pipelines are damaged in almost all the affected villages leading to further clean water crisis. 

Sanitation

· There are very high chances of spreading of epidemics due to lack of safe drinking water and of lack adequate sanitation facilities in the affected areas. The toilets in the urban slums are filled with mud and water for which people are forced to opt for open defecation that is polluting the environment, may lead to health problem if not addressed timely.

· Open defecation is largely the present practice.  Men use the embankments and women try to find places with thick vegetation and defecate in the flood water.  Open defecation is a practice in majority of the flood affected villages. 
Hygiene conditions

· Severe flooding around the habitations are potential vector breeding sites.

· Solid waste and debris around the habitations is a common sight in the affected villages. These increases the possibility of health hazards in the villages. 

Health

· So far there has been no information of any major health related issues, but considering the water and sanitation conditions in the affected area it is very much clear that situation may go bad if things are not managed properly. 

· The district head quarter hospital was submerged under water, at present not functioning to its full strength, may fail to respond to the situation if there will be outbreak of epidemics and water born dieses.
Food and Nutrition

· All the food stocks available with the affected families are spoiled with flood water; people are not left with the commodities for consumption and are purely depending on the food packets distributed by government and other agencies.
· The market price of the food commodities has gone up and is not available sufficiently due to disruption of road transport to the district.
· Food is being distributed by the government. 

Gender

· Women collecting water on slippery surface is an issue.  Though in some of the villages, the sources are near the habitation (less than 500 m from habitation), the access is through slippery surface and flood water, which poses difficulty both in terms of effort. There are no reports of violence against women, or issues related to trafficking. 

· Due to the damage of the infrastructure in the village and presence of flood water around the habitation, women do not have privacy for defecation and bathing. Women also cook and wash utensils in the house and since most of this is done using flood water, they are highly vulnerable to water related/borne diseases. 

Logistics

· Normal communication network has been affected due to damage of the electrical installations leading to disruption of power supply. 
· Road from Hyderabad highway has been cutoff.

· Storing space and Volunteers are available with NGOs working in the Mandals.
Government Response to the floods 

· 1.25 lakhs people evacuated to safer places and camps.

· 70 relief camps have been opened for accommodating 1.25 lakhs people.

· 11.00 lakhs food packets and 11.50 lakhs water packets distributed in the camps.

· Seven Helicopters and 45 NDRF personnel have been pressed for rescue operation.

· Government has announced ex-gratia of 2.00 lakhs for the family members of the people lost their lives.

· NGO coordination meeting has been initiated at the district level. 

Other Humanitarian agencies response and their plans
· CASA has been supporting for the cocked food distribution in the urban slums, local NGOs and philanthropic institutions are also distributing food packets. 
· There is no other response work seen from any of the agencies in the district. Also there is no clarity on the plans of the international agencies.

Recommendations:
The assessment teams recommend that Oxfam respond to the humanitarian crisis with a fast paced WASH led programme in the affected area. 
Water

· Minor repairs of public tubewells in poor conditions (destroyed by floods)

· Installation of tubewells where required. Important to understand that in majority of the villages water is supplied through piped water supply ststem.  

· Improving the drainage system around the public tube-wells and habitation management (debris cleaning and public health promotion) to reduce stagnant water and avoid contamination of ground water.

· Distribution of water storage containers, where possible, to encourage water treatment practices at the households 
· Since the water has receded from most of the areas and people have started returning to their villages, there is immediate requirement of more aqua tabs for making safe drinking water available to the affected population.
· Distribution of water storage containers where possible, to encourage water treatment practices at the households. Hygiene kits and sanitary napkins to promote personal hygiene in the affected areas. 

Hygiene promotion

· Selection and training of volunteers, school children and local/folk entertainers on dissemination of key public health messages

· Community trainings on water treatment (boiling, filtering, use of 20 litre aquatabs tablets where applicable) and proper handling of tubewells, and repair of water sources
· Use of durable IEC materials (e.g. murals) in schools and other institutions to disseminate on key public health messages

· Cleaning of ponds and small water bodies used for bathing, Improving the drainage system around the public tube wells and water taps to reduce stagnant water and avoid contamination of ground water.

· Support for clearing of mud and dirty water from the toilets and pits of urban slums dwellers for controlling the environment pollution. 

Sanitation

· If Oxfam intends to work in the area longer, consideration should be given to the request for support in latrine construction as the communities seem keen on adopting this practice to control open defecation
· Selection and training of volunteers, school children and local/folk entertainers on dissemination of key public health messages, Community trainings on water treatment (boiling, filtering, use of zeo line/halogen tablets where applicable) and proper handling of tube wells, Use of durable IEC materials (e.g. murals) in schools and other institutions to disseminate on key public health messages.

· It was understood from the discussion with NGOs that Mantralayam, Nandavarm  mandals and slums in Kurnool town are worst affected. The response can be focused in these three areas. 
· In the current situation there is immediate requirement of clothes, blankets and minimum utensils for the affected families which they have lost in the floods, the requirement of such items was also emphasized by the district collector during discussion. Considering the requirements, this can be done in the first 15 days.
Policy advocacy

· Repair of shelter is one of the major issue in the area. 

· In addition, livelihood is a major concern for these communities who require support to rebuild their lives. Oxfam can lobby with other livelihood promotion organisation to support where necessary in advocacy measures. 

Annexure:

1. Source of information:  District administration, NGOs and from discussion with affected families.

2. List of areas visited (District, Block, Villages): Kurnool district collector’s office,  Bhudhawaripeta slum, relief camp in Kurnool dist head quarter, 
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